Cheeky, beautiful 
and a living dolf 


THE Spastics Society’s 
famous collecting box doll 
showing the life-sized 
figure of a child is a 
familiar sight outside shops 
all over the country, and 
soon a new version will 
appear in our High Streets. 

The model for the new 
collecting box is 10-year- 


old Sarah Tomkins, from 
Worcester, a boarder at the 


Society’s Craig - y - Parc 
School in South Wales. 
Artist George Stocki 


chose Sarah from a selec- 
tion of photographs of 
spastic children. He used 
her picture as the basis for 
his clay model from which 
the collecting box will be 
made. 


He said: ‘My idea was to 


Show a child who was spas- 
tic, asking for help but not 
begging. ... The old 
model was an unhappy one 


A pre-Sarah doll 


Which moves the sense of 
Pity. This shows a happy 
Zirl depicting the English 


- Sense of humour even when 


there are difficulties.’ 


Mr Stocki added that he 
had chosen Sarah’s picture 
€cause of her face and 
Posture, ‘She was cheeky 
and quite beautiful,’ he 
Said, 
Picture by courtesy of 
NCA ee SR Oy at Ra Ti i Ie 
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Communicator of the Year’ 


THE Spastics Society 
has won the first 
‘Communicator of the 
Year’ Award from the 
British Association of 


Industrial Editors. The 
Award was open to 
any individual — or 
organisation in the 
United Kingdom, and 
was instituted to 
stimulate ‘the effective 
use of communications 
methods in the promo- 
tion of harmony and 
understanding between 
people.’ 

After studying the com- 
munication methods of the 
mezny organisations, statu- 
tory authorities, and 


national companies nomin- 
ated for the Award, the 


distinguished panel of 
judges decided on a short 
list of four. 

However, said Mr Ken 
Cornfield, President of the 
BAIF, at the Award 
presentation ceremony at 
London’s International 
Press Centre in January, 
the judges were unanimous 
in their verdict that the 
Society must be the out- 
right winner sot only 
because of its long work 
over many years in educat- 
ing public opinion about 
its activities and the prob- 
lems of spastics, but also 
for the way in which it had 
mounted truly effective 
operations during the 
period under review. 

The judges were: Sir Brian 
Batsford, retired Chairman of 
the RSA; Mr Jack Jones, 
general secretary of the Tran- 
sport and General Workers 
Union; Mr James Cameron, 


for disabled be 


seen nationally? 


A UNIQUE television series was started up again 


last month. 


It’s ‘Link,’ thought to be the only 


programme in the world specifically for disabled 


people. 

But so far the pro- 
gramme can only be 
seen in the Midlands. 
Although it is in no 
way localised, Link is 
only being screened by 
ATV at Birmingham. 


The big question 
being asked is: “Why 
aren’t disabled people 
throughout the coun- 
try being given a 
chance to see the pro- 
gramme? What has 
Birmingham got that 
the rest of the country 
hasn’t?’ 

Many people, disabled, 
or interested in the prob- 
lems of disability, have 
written to the Chairman of 
the Independent Broad- 
casting Authority, Lady 
Plowden, asking for Link 
to be networked. 


Informs 


What exactly are people 
living outside the Mid- 
lands missing? ‘Well the 
programme *s split into two 
parts,’ said Richard Cres- 
sey the producer. “The 
first section deals purely 
with information. 

‘For example we have 
information on aids. But 
we’ve got away from the 
old idea of sending an able 


bodied person to some- 
where like. the: ‘Disabled 


Living Foundation to find 
out what’s available. 
‘Instead we have Tony 


Northmore who is. tetra- 
plegic, and who previously 
won a Churchill scholar- 
ship to study the aids in 
America. Having a dis- 
abled person to present the 
subject makes it so much 
more relevant.’ 


Advice 


The programme also gives 
information about income, and 
the Disability Alliance is very 
much involved in this. They 
give sound practical advice on 
various statutory welfare bene- 
fits of which many disabled 
people are just not aware. 

And there is also informa- 
tion about books which might 
be useful for disabled people 
or those caring for them. . The 
books are treated in a non 
review fashion, and include 
such things as The Spastics 
Society’s Parents Handbooks. 

An extensive information 
sheet is produced for each pro- 
gramme, and viewers can write 
off for these. 

‘But we are by no means 
just an information service,’ 
said Mr Creasey. ‘What we 
are doing is to re-examine the 
traditional attitudes towards 
disability by means of dis- 
cussions, 

One practical advantage to 
come as a result of the pro- 
gramme is that ATV is con- 
sidering alterations to its 
studios at Elstree, where Link 
is recorded, It is investigating 
the possibility of incorporating 


Road, London SW3. 


more ramps for wheelchairs, 
better toilet facilities, hand 
rails and so on. 

Link is presented by Rosalie 
Wilkins, of MIND, and John 
Sheppard, a documentary pro- 
ducer. ft is screened on Sun- 
days at 9.30 am. 

Footnote: Anyone want- 
ing to write to Lady Plow- 
den asking for the pro- 
gramme to be screened in 
all areas, can reach her at 
the IBA, 70 Brompton 


noted journalist; Mr John 
Marsh, Assistant Director, 
British Institute of Manage- 
ment; Miss Margaret Nally, 
President of the Institute of 
Public Relations; and Mr Ian 
Hawkins, Chairman of the 
BAIE. 

They were particularly im- 
pressed by the Society’s cam- 
paign for a change in the tax 
laws relating to charitable 
organisations after the shock 
news that a £600,000 legacy to 
the Society from one of its 
founder members, Miss Jean 
Garwood, had been whittled 
down to a few thousand 
pounds because of the strict 
demands of taxation legisla- 
tion. 


1 
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Award for Spastics Society 


The judges also liked the 
Director’s Christmas Appeal 
letter which appeared in news- 
papers throughout the country, 
and there was commendation 
for Spastics News. ‘I think 
you will understand the unani- 
mity of the judges in making 
the Award,’ Mr Cornfield told 
the Editors and communica- 
tion specialists who attended 
the presentation ceremony. 

The Award, which was 
sculpted by Mr Jesse Watkins, 
-was accepted on behalf of the 
Society by Director Mr James 
Loring. He thanked the BAIE 
for the honour accorded to 
the Society and its staff, and 
spoke of the ways in which the 

See Back Page. 
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OLDIE OORT? 


FOUR of the Society’s communicators with the elegant 


‘Communicator of the Year’ trophy. 


From left: Sheila 


Jenner, Editor of Spastics News, Pat Taylor, Head of 
Information, and reporters Anne Plummer and Peter 


Cook. 


‘The Society is proud of the Award because the 


other nominations were of such a very high standard, 


said Pat. 


Indoor pony gift for Meldreth's 


THE children of Meldreth 
Manor School already 
have two ponies to ride. 
But now they have a third, 
thanks to the BBC child- 
ren’s television programme, 
Blue Peter. 

The latest addition, how- 
ever, is rather different from 
the other two. In fact it’s 
highly unlikely that he'll have 
anything to do with them. Not 
only that, he'll be allowed 
inside the school building as 
well. 

The new pony is a rocking 
horse. It was bought by Blue 
Peter out of the proceeds from 


horsey set 


their old rags appeal. Every 
year there is an appeal for 
items of scrap which can be 
redeemed for cash, and this 
year it was old woollen and 
cotton rags. 

At first Blue Peter hoped to 
collect 200 tons. But that 
figure was passed by the New 
Year, and the rags still kept 
flooding in. Money raised 
from the rags is all going 
towards items to helping dis- 
abled people to ride. 

The children of Meldreth 


Manor school go horse riding 
every week at a nearby riding 
school, and the schoo] has two 
ponies of its own living in the 
school grounds. 

A party from Melhireth 
went to London on January 28 
to collect their rocking horse 
from the depot where the rags 
are being stored. Among 
them were (left to right) Mark 
Leverton, Nicki Budden, 
Anne Johnson and Mark 
Stevens (mounted). With them 
were Mr Ian Macauley (left) 
and Mr Malcoln Brownjohn 
(right), joint managers of the 
depot, and John Simpson, a 
voluntary helper. 
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The friendly 


fund-raisers 


OVER the past eight years, 
the Friends of Ingfield Manor, 
the Society’s boardiny school 
in Sussex, have raised over 
£12,000 for the spastic child- 
ren there. Of this amount, 
£3,000 was raiséd during 1975 
with sales. a fete, open day, 
ftakian and Greek evenings and 
an art auction. : 


Spelling out generosity 


PUPILS of Woodside Pri- 
mary School, Aberdeen, 
were rehearsing their show 
‘Pinnochio’ when Mr Ron- 
ald Duncan, regional 
officer for the Grampian 
area of the Scottish Coun- 
cil for Spastics, called to 
receive a cheque for £380. 
It was handed over by four 


of the actors, Edward 
Hutchinson, Jennifer 


Fraser, Juliette Anderson 
and Maxine Hutchinson 
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(seen right foreground with 
Mr Duncan). 

‘The money was raised 
by Woodside children dur- 
ing a sponsored spell-in. 
They also promised a 
donation from the show’s 
takings. And if their act- 
ing talent equals their 
spelling ability the show 
should be a real success. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Evening Express, 
Aberdeen. 


home town 


DUNDEE and District. Spas- 
tics Association were the 
recipients of a most welcome 
and unexpected cheque for 
£100—from a 21-year-old Scot 
pop singer working in West 
Germany. 

He is lain Cussick, who sent 
the cheque to his mother with 
instructions to give it to either 
one of two local charities. Tain 
is a singer with the German 
group “Kentucky,” whose 
latest record, ‘Sold My Rock 
and Roll,’ is in the German 
hit parade. It was due to the 
success of the record that he 
was able to send the cheque. 

lain has given money to 
several German charities but 
thought it would be nice to 
send a present to people in his 
home town,’ said Mrs Cussick. 
‘He has always~ said that if 
he made anything of his life, 
he would try to help others 
less fortunate.’ 


Looking for 
pen friends 


A HANDICAPPED Canadian 
girl would like a male pen- 
friend in Britain. 

She is Miss Anne Abbott, 
aged 18, who lives at 52 
Somerdale Square, West Hill, 
Ontario, Canada, MIE 1N1. 
MISS Edith Davis, aged 35, 
would like a__ pen-friend, 
preferably male of around the 
same age. If possible, she 
would like to correspond with 
somebody living in the Lon- 
don area. Miss Davis is five 
feet tall, with auburn hair and 
hazel eyes. Her interests are 
cooking, watching TV and 
pop records. 

Her address is: 358 Wood- 
vale, Forest Hill, SE23. 
SEEKING a female pen friend 
is Mr Chris Evans, 28, of 
Rorian House,  Winklebury 
Way, Basingstoke, Hants. Mr 
Evans is interested in pop 
music, especially the Beatles, 
and he also enjoys horse 
riding, He attends a work 
cemre every day, from The 
Spastics Society centre which 
is his home. 
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£2,000 because 


Group social workers 


prevent.family. stress 


Society 


workers 


CUMBRIA 
has 
looking after 


Spastics 


now two social 


the welfare of 
spastic people in the area. 

Mrs. Penny Bramble has 
been appointed to replace Mrs 
J. L Firth who is working as 
a careers officer at Spastics 
Society headquarters in Lon- 
don. Now Mrs _ Dorothy 
Howells has» joined the Cum- 
bria group as an additional 
social support visitor for 
Carlisle. She will be respon- 
sible for 100 or so. spastic 
people in the city, leaving Mrs 
Bramble free to cover the rest 
of the county. 


they looked 
at records 


EVERY year since 1955. an 
informal group of Edinburgh 
ladies have organised a_ ball 
and 
that 
period they haye raised almost 
£33,000. 


In 1975 they looked back at 
their record and discovered 
that the last time they had a 
ball for Scottish Spastics was 
in their first year when they 
raised £690. So the Christmas 
Charity Ball in Edinburgh’s 
magnificent Assembly Rooms 
was in the nature of an 
anniversary. The result? . . 
well in excess of £2,000. Con- 
gratulations, ladies! 


in aid of various local 


national charities. In 


Phe Cumbria group believes 
that regular visits from wel- 
fare workers help to prevent 
harmful family crises, and 
1973. its load has 
been increasing at the rate of 
40 to 50 each year. 


since case 


Many families are not 
visited by local authority 
social workers and are 


unaware. of the benefits to 
which they may be entitled. 


The provision of these wel- 
fare services is made possible 
by the fund-raising efforts of 
Cumbria Spastics Society’s 15 
local branches. 


We're always 
in favour 


worthwhile 
cause. 


(Value & Quality are the ones we've famous for) 


ofa 
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ILFORD schoolgirl, Olive 
Lanning, who has a spastic 
disability, has received a 
special trophy for her 
swimming abilities. 


Olive, who attends the — 


Ethel Davies Special 
School, set out to swim 440 
yards at the baths in ford 


High Road and completed — 


half a mile. 
Her swimming instruc- 
tors clubbed together te 
buy her a commemorative 
trophy, and she was also 
given a medal by _ her 
school. . 
Picture by courtesy of 
Ilford Recorder. 
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LITTLE Stuart Merridith 
is having fun with his 
But he is 


learning at the same time. . 
To keep both hands on the 
steering wheel is a major 
accomplishment for him. 

He is helped by Mrs Mavis 
meeacn. /. 


at group centre 


AT 19, Brian is at last learning to read. All his 
life, specialists have said that this would be 
impossible. Brian would never be able to do 
anything, they predicted. But nevertheless, he is 


learning to read. 
He is one of the 
eight adults and 21 


children who regularly: 


attend Granville 


House, the Centre run 
by Stockport, East 
Cheshire and High 
Peak Spastics Society. 
It occupies a spacious 
and imposing house in 


IN the adult centre, Mrs Bee Parker helps Janet Dep- 


ledge wash up after a cookery session. 


arranged so that wheelchairs can fit underneath. 


P LEARNING through play is an 


The sink is. 


“a quiet residential part 


of Stockport. Origin- 
ally the Group paid 
£2,000 for the house. 
Now it is insured for 
more than £10,000. It 
houses the Granville 
House Special Day 
School and the Gran- 
ville House Adult 


Centre. 

‘Of course the special- 
ists based their opinion 
about Brian on an assess- 
ment, said Mrs Angela 
Keyworth, the head 
teacher. ‘But he just didn’t 
respond to an assessment. 
You have to get to know 
him before you get through 
to him.’ 


Learning 


Granville House is far from 
being just a place where very 
severely handicapped people 
go merely to be looked after. 


It is very much a centre where - 
they get things done, where 
they learn, and where they are 
encouraged to become as 
independant as possible, Of 
course with spastics who are 
severely mentally handicapped 
in. addition to their physical 
disabilities, it is the little 
breakthroughs which are 
important. 

Hazel, for example, didn’t 
even know her colours- when 
she first joined the adult group 
there. Now she can tell the 
difference between such subtle 
variations as maroon and red, 
and she is learning the 
intricacies of make-up. Beauty 


important aspect of the centre’s work. Head teacher 
a Mrs Angela Keyworth uses a mobile toy to capture the interest of the two children m 
the rocking boat; Anthony Howarth and Tracy Robinson. - 


classes are a standard feature 
for the women. 

Ann who is deaf, is 
learning to read. First she was 


also 


taught to distinguish the 
difference between squares, 
circles, diamonds and other 


obvious shapes. From this she 
went on to letters of the 
alphabet. With the help of a 
photograph of her. the 
teachers finally helped her to 
spell her own name. Now she 


is hard at work on her 
second word, ‘cup.’ 


The time 


Marion, who is 41,-is learn- 
ing how to tell the time, a thing 
she has never been able to do 
before. However. she is 
reluctant to talk. People find 
it difficult to understand her, 
so that she gives up. 


For the children, the em- 
phasis is on providing ~ the 
maximum stimulation. They 
arrive each morning by taxi, 
mini-bus or ambulance, from 
all over Stockport and its sur- 
rounding ~areas in Derbyshire, 
Cheshire and Tameside. Dur- 
ing the mornings, the teachers, 
with their assistants and 
voluntary helpers, work with 
the children on a one-to-one 
basis. They learn through play. 

In the afternoon there are 
group activities. These include 
such things as cookery. 
physical education, puppetry, 
handwork, art and music. The 
staff endeavour to change the 
stimulus and the physical 
position of the children at 


Cont on Page 4. 


BELOW: Ancther example 
of learning through play. 
Colin Busby tucks himself 
away in the Wendy house 
which has different shaped 
windows to help the learn- 
ing processes along. Mrs 
Dorothy Tomlinson, 2 class 
assistant, helps Michelle 
Finnigan and Lee Hamnet 
at water play. 


COOKERY classes are very popular with the children who in our picture include, left- 
to right, Elaine Burgess, Sian Harvey, Vincent Stainthorpe and Brian Little. 
them are Mrs Mavis Johnson, 
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Helping 


left, a class assistant, and Mrs Pauline Ward, the teacher. 


cn 

IT is important that a child should go through the vital 
stage of learning to crawl before he tries to walk. Here 
Stuart Merridith practices with a special aid, helped by 
physiotherapist Mrs Jane Palmer. 


A GROUP activity session in the physiotherapy room, 
under the supervision of Mrs Jane Palmer, left, and Mrs 
Dorothy Arnfield. 


_ outings to such places as 


AT lunchtime there is a great demand for volunteers, 
because feeding is carried out on a one-to-one basis. Mrs 


Vera Rhodes, left, who is helping Ann Hulse with her 
lunch in the adult centre, has been connected with Gran- 
ville House for many years. Her husband helped found 
the centre, and was secretary of the local group. 


Stockport's centre 


Cont from Page 3. 


regular intervals throughout 
the day, The last thing .they 
want is for them to spend long 
hours in their wheelchairs. 

To help with this there is a 
variety of equipment. For 
example there is a bright little 
Wendy house with different 
shaped windows. The smaller 
children love to crawl in and 
‘out of this. There are two 
large rocking boats. A table 
has been made into a raised 
bed with rails around it, so 
that the less mobile youngsters 
can watch the activities from a 
good vantage point. 

One of the most important 
activities of the day is to fill 
in the diaires of the child- 
dren who attend Granville 


- House. This fulfills two func- 


tions. It provides a_ per- 
manent record of each child’s 
development. And it gives the 
parents an insight into what 
their offspring are doing at 
school, bearing in mind that 
they are unable to speak for 
themselves in most cases, 


Outings 

Of course, most severely 
mentally handicapped children 
are denied many of _ the 
ordinary experiences in life 
which most children take for 
granted. To help correct the 
balance, they are taken on 
the 
airport, a bowling alley, a 
shopping precinct, the zoo and 
on pony riding expenditions 
to a nearby farm. The adults 
at the Centre are also taken 
on outings, especially to the 
shops, to buy ingredients for 
their cooking. 

Of course, it is the Adult 
Day Care Centre which pro- 
duces the greatest financial 
headache for the Stockport 
ast Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society. Since 1971 
the Jocal authority has borne 
the cost of running the school. 


_ But there is no act of Parlia- 


ment requiring them to under- 
write the costs of the Adult 
Centre. 


And these costs are rising 


all the time. ‘Last year we had 
to raise £10,000,’ said Adminis- 
trator and Appeals Officer Mrs 


_Marion Goddard, “But in the 


coming year we are going to 
have to redouble our effort and 
raise £15,000, because costs are 
rising so quickly. 

‘Tt is very difficult to turn 
round to a fund raising group 
which has already pulled out 
all the stops, to tell them they 
have to work harder still next 
year.’ E 


Their shop 


In addition to the usual 
run of fund raising activities, 


‘the Centre has its own com. 


pany, Granville House Ltd, 
which sells and _— distributes 
greetings cards, other station- 
ery and small items. There is 
also a shop which sells second 
hand goods. 

Granville. House relies to a 
large extent on voluntary help. 
In order to provide teaching on 
a one to one basis, which is 
so vital for mentally handi- 
capped people, a very large 
number of staff are needed: 
And this can only be achieved 
by bringing in volunteers, to 
work with the teachers and 
their assistants. At meal times, 
even more help is needed, 
and four girls from a_ local 
convent school come _ in 
regularly to help out. 


The Centre has also received 
a lot of help from Community 
Industry, a Government spon- 
sored organisation which gives 
youngsters who are having 
problems in settling down to a 
job. an opportunity to learn 
a trade. Community Industry 
works by providing paid em- 
ployment and training for the 
youngsters on community 
projects. 


‘They have done wonders 
for us,’ said Mrs Goddard. 
‘They've built. cupboards, 
decorated, constructed pieces 
of equipment for the children. 
such as rocking boats. It would 
have cost us a lot of money if 


“HAZEL REFFELLS, one 


_make-up. 


THE chairman 


session. 


of the adults at the centre, 
loves new clothes and 
Here Mrs Rita 
Hughes, an assistant, helps 
her with a little eye 
shadow. 


we'd had to pay for the work.’ 

Physiotherapy at the Centre 
is given to both children and 
adults. But the children’s need 
is, of course, greater, so that 
they will receive treatment 


every day, while adults have 
physiotherapy perhaps once a 
week. 

Every week there is a staff 
conference to discuss any 
problems which may arise, 
and to talk over the progress 
and development of individual 
spastics. This ensures con- 
tinuity. 


Opportunity 


Centres like Granville House 
fulfill a unique function. They 
provide opportunities for 
people who just do not fall 
into the categories catered for 
by. other centres, The local 
authority at Stockport is 
planning a new school for 
physically handicapped child- 
ren. But whether this will take 
children so severely multiply 
handicapped as those at Gran- 
ville House is debatable. In 
any case, with the proposed 
cutbacks- in Government 
spending, the school is unlikely 
to be completed for a long 
time to come. 

In any case it is the experi- 
ence and personal care at 
Centres like Granville House 


lifetime of trouble-free service, 


of the group, Mr Joe Garner, helps 
Maureen Kelly, who is blind, during a finger painting 


which make them so valuable. 
The staff and volunteers who 
work there, can really get to 
know the adults and children 
in their care, an element so 
often missing. 

One little boy who came to 
Granville House was thought 
to be severely physically handi- 
capped as well as mentally. But 
the_ staff discovered that his 
physical handicaps were only 
slight, and that the only reason 
he didn’t walk were because 
his mental handicaps prevented 
him from learning to. He was 
soon running round the centre 
as happily as any other toddler. 

Another little boy cried and 
screamed unceasingly: when he 
first came to Granville House. 
Now he is as happy and cheer- 
ful a three year old as you 
could find anywhere, very out- 
ward going and keen to learn. 
A third boy used to have 
tantrums and throw everything 
off. the window ledges. This 
doesn’t happen any’ more. 

Of course, there are limita- 
tions to what can be achieved. 
But for someone like Brian to 
learn to read, or Ann to spell 
‘cup, or Hazel to distinguish 
mauve from blue, it is as big 
an achievement as if most of 
us had just passed the ‘A’ 
levels in mathematics. 
PETER COOK. 


Insurance 
on electric 
wheelchairs 


A LONDON firm of incorpor- 
ated insurance brokers is 
endeavouring to establish 
whether insurance of electric 


wheelchairs for individual 
owners would be a_ viable 
proposition on a_ separate 


policy basis. It is first of all 
necessary. to ascertain the 
demand and if individuals 
and/or local groups are inter- 
ested would they please send 
a postcard to Insurance Officer, 
The Spastics Society, 12 Park 
Crescent, London, WIN 4EQ. 


—_ 


Star opening 


COMEDIAN Harry Secombe 
recently opened a garden shop 
at Wakes Hall Spastics Centre 
in Essex. Residents at the 
centre. run by the Stars Organi- 
sation for Spastics, will help 
to run and supply produce for 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH. Tel: 29337, 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages, 


| ‘the shop. 


Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replaceme 
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In So many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The superb range 
of Anglian products, all manufactured from satin finish ano- 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 
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Send in your entries” 
now for Societys — 
literary contest 


LAST date for entries for the special literary contest ie 
spastics, organised by The Spastics Society ts February ag 
so make sure you do not miss the post. Stories, articles, 


poems, are coming in from people of all ages, 
over the country for this ever-popular event. 


from all 
As one 


correspondent wrote when sending in for entry forms, ‘I~ 


think this is a great contest as it gives a real incentive to 


a lot of people who would not otherwise bother to try 


to find an outlet for their talent. 


Just to remind you, there 
are three  categories— 
schoolchildren, young 
adults, and the over 25’s, 
with a separate section for 
poetry. As well as cash 
prizes for the best entries 
from males and females in 
each section, winners have 
a day out in London, 
attending a _ celebration 
lunch and a reception at 
which prizes are presented 
by Mrs Harold Wilson. 

Write about anything you 
wish—a serious problem, a 
funny incident, a pet hate or 
love, a new slant on an ordin- 
ary everyday incident, a flight 
of fancy, short story, holidays, 
pets—anything that interests 
you. Articles can be typed or 
handwritten, or you can get 
someone to write at your dic- 
tation if you cannot manage 
it yourself, Everybody has 


something to say, so let’s hear 
from you—you might win a 


Deeleys Castings 


Lid 


LEAMORE LANE, LEAMORE 


WALSALL, STAFFS 
Telephone 0922-76898 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
MALLEABLE AND GREY 
IRON CASTINGS 


are pleased 


with this worthy cause 


Precision-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 
light, 

Out with those old rust- 
ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re 
placement Windows. Many de- 
Signs to choose from, a choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 


AMF International Limited 
Cuno Filter Division 


Milford Road, Reading, Berks 
Tel Reading 580567 


‘prize. Anyway, you'll enjoy 
trying. 

Entry forms and full details 
from Mrs Nina Heycock, 27- 
33 Harrington Gardens, South 
Kensington, London SW7 (tel 
370-6913) or direct through 
Spastics News. Closing date 
for entries Friday, February 
27 1976. 


Rules relaxed 


IT seems that those fire regu- 
lations which are so often 
cited as a barrier to prevent 
disabled people from attending ~ 
public performances, are not 
entirely insurmountable. 
They were relaxed in Janu-— 
ary to allow 500 handicapped 
children to attend a perform- 
ance of ‘Joseph and the Amaz- 


ing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ 
at Northampton Repertory 
Theatre, - 


With the 
Compliments of 


AMF CUNO 


to be associated 


FEBRUARY 


1976 


volunteers 
.MR MATTHEW QUINN, a 
founder member of what is 
now the South Humberside 
Spastics Society, has received 


the OBE in the New Year 
Honours List. 


A tribute to. his voluntary 
work was paid in the Grimsby 
Evening Telegraph by Mr K. 

-.O.. Coulbeck. Hon Secretary 
_of the South Humberside Spas- 
tics Society. . 


ANOTHER volunteer hon- 
-oured was Mr Samuel Oake, 
of Mersiham, acting chairman 
of the South East Surrey Spas- 
tics Group, who received the 
MBE in the New Year Hon- 
ours List, 


Honours for 


LEARNING by _ tech- 
nology can be fun, as 
eight-year-old Alan Page, 
the spastic boy in our pic- 
ture discovered. His father, 
Mr Terry Page (left), and 
Mr John Gaunt, a college 


lecturer in — electronics, 
designed and built the 
Melody Chimes, specially 
for Alan. 


It is a type of xylephone 
which can be operated by 
remote control, either by 
pressing a button as Alan 
demonstrates with his foot 
in the picture or by the 
sound of somebody blow- 
ing into a microphone. 


a stay at home 
holidaymaker 


é 


ee 


* ;: ioe door 


_ and from August 


holiday 


NOW is the time to 
Start thinking of sum- 
mer holidays and The 
Spastics Society has 
planned some exciting 
new group. ventures 
for disabled people in 
1976. . 


In addition to the ever- 
popular 10-day visit to 
Calella on the Spanish 
Mediterranean coast, some 
eight-day trips have been 
arranged to Ostend, the 
Italian lakes and  Yugo- 
Slavia. Each offers places 
for 30 people, including 
helpers. Travel to Ostend 
S by coach and ship, the 
others are reached by air. 
The Spanish, Belgian and 
Italian holidays can all 
accommodate a number of 
Wheelchair users. 

Group holidays in Britain 
include an opportunity, to get 
‘away from it all at the 
~Penyrheol Adventure Centre 
in the Black Mountains of 

South Wales. Those taking 
“part will be able to enjoy out- 
activities in unspoilt 
Surroundings, but the moun- 


_tainous terrain makes this 

holiday unsuitable for 
wheelchair users. 

In July, a ‘See London’ 


3 holiday will be held at the 


Family Services and Assess- 


Ment Centre in Fitzroy Square 
] 28 until 
_ September 4; there is the usual 
under canvas. at 


_ Woodlarks Camp, Farnham, 


Surrey, - 


The Jersey Spastics Society 


is offering a holiday in the 
Channel Islands and it is also 
hoped to arrange some group 
bookings -at Butlins Camp, 
Pwllheli, in July, instead of at 


the off-season dates usually 
made available to disabled 
people. 


“Sally Nicholls, the Society’s 

recently-appointed Holidays 
Officer, will be pleased to give 
further details about any of the 
above group holidays, Miss 
Nicholls worked for five years 
with British Caledonian as an 
air hostess and has wide ex- 
perience of the travel business. 
Her address is: c/o Recrea- 
tional Services Department, 
12 Park Grescent, London, 
WIN 4EQ., 

Information about individual 
bookings may be _ obtained 
from Miss Merle Davies, 16 
Fitzroy Square, London, WIP 
SHQ. She has lists of suitable 
accommodation for _ spastic 
children, centres where per- 
sonal care is given to the 
severely handicapped, holidays 
for more lightly disabled 
people and = self - catering 
holidays. Miss Davies will 
also advise on bookings at 
the Society’s own hotels, the 


Arundel at Westcliff, the 
Bedfont at Clacton’ and 
Colwall Court, run by the 
Stare Organisation for Spastics, 
at Bexhill. 

Details of other holiday 
accommodation suitable for 


disabled people can be found 
in ‘Holidays for the Physically 
Handicapped, 1976,’ price 65p, 
published by the Central 
Council for the Disabled, 
34 Eccleston Square, London, 
SW1, and on sale at branches 
of W. H. Smith and Son, 


Alan's musical lesson 


Said Mr Gaunt: ‘There 
are some excellent aids on 
the market to help handi- 
capped people cope with 
everyday living but we 
want to provide some fun 
machines for them as well.” 

Picture by courtesy of 
Luton Evening Post. 
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Technology — the new 
teaching cid 


A COURSE held at the Society’s Castle Priory College on 
Educational Technology for Handicapped Children is 
believed to have been the first of its kind in the world. 


The course was arranged 
in conjunction with Roger 
Jefcoate, consultant asses- 
sor and lecturer on elec- 
tronic equipment for the 
severely disabled. The pro- 
gramme included lectures 
and demonstrations of 
recently developed equip- 
ment as well as modified 


toys, games and teaching 
machines. 


With toys 


Peter Toft, of the Engineer- 
ing Centre for Special Schools, 
Woolwich. College, London, 
showed some exciting new 
toys, and Jack Pettican of the 
Society’s Craig-y-pare School 
in Wales demonstrated various 


adaptations which he has 
made for his pupils. 
Martin. King-Beer, who is 


himself deaf, demonstrated 


the new tele-typewriter system 
which will enable deaf and 
handicapped peop.= to com- 
municate via the telephone. 
He also showed a new portable 
telephone communication 
device for the deaf of which 
there are -only three in the 
world. 


A fellow-up course — at 
Castle — Priory has been 
arranged for the weekend of 
February 27 to 29. This will 
be attended by a limited num- 
ber of teachers and therapists, 
each accompanied by a handy- 
man, Most of the time will 
be spent actually making and 
modifying suitable toys, 

Technology and toys is also 
the theme of an informal 
group of therapists and engin- 
eers who have been meeting 
during the past year at various 
centres for handicapped child- 
ren. 

These 
therapists, 


enable 
and par- 


meetings 
teachers 


aes 


ents involved in the -day-to- 
day care of severely’ handi- 
capped children to discuss 
problems with engineers and 
technicians and between them 
devise some effective aids. to 
learning and play. . 
Top priority has been given 
to equipment which will help — 


children with severe speech 
defects and enable them to 
develop intelluctually at the 


same rate as non-handicapped 
children. 


Frogs will 
have a ball 


FOLLOWING the. success of 
ther Christmas lottery. the 
FROGS (Fund Raising 
Organisation for Spastics) have 
decided on a Mid-Summer 
Ball for their next venture. It 
will be held towards the end of 
June, but so far no further 
details have been decided. = 

The FROGS, who comprise — 
some of the younger members 
of staff at the Society’s head- 
quarters at Park Crescent. were 
particularly pleased with the 
success of the raffle which 
raised more than £500. It was 
enough to buy a special type- 
writer for the Family Services 
and Assessment Centre, at Fitz- 
roy Square. 


If you are between 15 and 50, 


and are severely disabled, you 
may now qualify for the new 
£9-a-week Mobility Allowance. 

This is a brand new benefit 
for those who are unable (or 
almost unable) to walk. 

Itis up to you how you use 
the Mobility Allowance to help 


you get about. 


It will not in any 


way be linked to ability to drive. 
You can claim now if youare 


between 15 and50(i.e.if youwere 


born 2.4.25 to 1.4.61 inclusive) 
or are within 3 months of your 


15th birthday. 


Children and older adults will 


be dealt with later 

Fillin the coupon so that 
we can send you leaflet N.I.211 
which includes a claim form 
and tells you more about the 
scheme. Or you can ask at your 
local Social Security Office 


Issued by the Department of Health and Social Security, 


- 


Please send me a copy of leaflet N.1.211 about 


A 


MOBILITY ALLOWANCE. 


CLAIM NOW IF YOU 
ARE AGE 15-50. 


Mobility Allowance. 
Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 
Address 


ee 


Age 
are aged 15-50). 


Blackpool, FY5 3TA, 


to: Mobility Allowance Unit, DHSS, Norcross, 


treet 
MA/SPNI 


Posicodé.. > ees 


(Remember you can only claim now if you 
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ANNE HARRINGTON, the housekeeper of the 
Society’s Thornton Heath hostel, is to retire at 
the end of March. The longest-serving of the 12 
hostel housekeepers, she is herself mildly athe- 
toid, and therefore has special insight into the 
problems of her residents. Anne Plummer meets 
this remarkable woman for whom life has always 


been a challenge. 


~ She looks back 
ona lifetime 
of challenge 


Meeting this’ slim, 


upright woman wear- 
ing a fashionable over- 


dress and high-necked 
sweater, it is hard to 
believe that she is 62. 
Yet her youthful look 


is not due to a pam- 


pered existence be- 
cause life has. never 
been easy for her. She 
was one of 10 children 
in a poor South Lon- 
don family. Her father, 
embittered by service 
in the First World War 


and later by long 
periods of unem- 
ployment, hated her 
because she was 


handicapped. 


‘My Dad said more 
hurtful things to me 
than anyone in my 
whole life,’ she said. 
‘And my mother was 
too scared to stand up 
to him.’ - 

Anne went first to an 
ordinary school and then to 
a special day school’ for 
handicapped children, but 
her education was dis- 
rupted by long periods in 
hospital. In those days 
little was known about 
cerebral palsy and her con-— 
dition was called ‘chorea.’ 


She remembers being 
puzzled once’ because 
another little girl was 


admitted to her ward with 
an acute, but apparently 
similar condition, and was 
sent home cured. 

‘Why did she get better 
and I didn’t?’ she deman- 
ded of the doctor. 


‘Well, something was 


loose in her brain which 
could be put right, but the 
bit that’s loose-in your 
brain can’t be put right,’ 
was the reply. For those 
days, it would seem a very 
perceptive if crude defini- 
tion of cerebral palsy. 
When she was 21, Anne 


insisted on going out to work, 
The hospital found her a 


_domestic post in a nursing 


home but she had to work so 
hard that after nine months 
she collapsed from exhaustion 
and was taken away in an 
ambulance. This time the 
hospital decided — that 
needed peace and quiet and she 
was packed off to work in the 
laundry of a convent in the 
country. 


‘A prison’ 


‘It was peaceful all right 
but just like a prison,’ she said. 
“We weren’t allowed to go out 
anywhere or have visitors. Our 
letters were censored so I 
couldn’t let my mother know 
how unhappy I was. I wouldn’t 
want to judge all nuns by my 
experience but those sisters 
were very cruel to the lay 
workers, though they didn’t 
dare hit me because I'd been 
sent there by a doctor.’ 

Finally, after about three 
years, a welfare officer from 
County Hall in London came 
to see her and she was able 
to say that she wanted to leave. 
“A few weeks after his visit 
Anne was sent for by the 
person in charge. 

Previously, as a slight 
morale - booster she had 
stitched waist darts in the 
regulation sack-like garment 
which the girls had to wear, 
in an attempt to give it some 
style. 

‘IT thought I was going to 
get into trouble about the 
frock,’ she said, ‘but I was told 
that I was leaving the convent 
there and then — without even 
a chance to tell anybody I 
was going.’ 

For the journey back to 
London she wore the clothes 
in which she had arrived — 
now three years out of date. 


 Seeuricor 
cares 


she, 


RESIDENTS of the Thornton Heath Hostel relax with a jigsaw puzzle at the weekend 
and their popular housekeeper is ready to lend a hand with the difficult parts. Left to 
right are Alison Clay, Alison Belton, Denise Ingles, who are all 19, Mrs Harrington, 
and Pamela Stent, 26. The four girls are employed at the Croydon Work Centre 


during the week. 


But are spastics losing spirit 
of independence ? 


That was in 1938 when skirts 
were being worn fairly short. 

‘T felt such a freak in my 
long dress I thought everybody 


was. staring at me,’ she 
laughed. 
Low wage 


After another spel] in hos- 
pital she went to live at home 
and found a job in a large 
store for the princely wage of 
13 shillings a week. Then came 
the Second World War and a 
consequent demand for female 
labour. This meant a chance 
to earn higher wages and for 
the next decade she had a 
variety of domestic jobs in 
hotels, hostels and _ private 
service. ‘I bluffed my way into 
most of those jobs,’ she said, 
‘by exercising great self-control 
I managed to get through the 
initial interview without the 
employer realising I was 
athetoid and if they did find 
out afterwards, they usually 
reacted with amusement and 
admiration rather than anger.’ 

She says that admiration in 
itself can affect muscle control 


and for an athetoid a boost to 


the ego is as good as a dose of 
Valium. But the admiration 
has to be genuine and not the 
patronising ‘Poor Brave Thing’ 
variety. And there is no better 
ego booster than the know- 
ledge that someone has not 
noticed any handicap. 


Bluffing 


‘You get very crafty at dis- 
guising your difficulties among 
strangers. Like encouraging 
others to talk so that you don’t 
have to speak much yourself; 
saying “No thanks, I’ve just 
had one” when offered a cup 
of coffee and letting others 


_precede you out of a room.’ 


She feels that mildly handi- 
capped athetoids have to bluff 
their way through life because 
this is the form of cerebral 
palsy which is most puzzling 
to the outsider. A wheel- 
chair, a pronounced limp, a 
hemiplegic hand are instantly 
recognisable trademarks of 
disability but facial grimaces, 
slurred speech, unco-ordinated 
hands and above all, a violent 


startle reflex can lead to 
misunderstanding and  em- 
barrassment. 


In 1948, Mrs Harrington’s 
daughter Pat was born and she 
was left to bring up the child 
on her own. Although life was 
very difficult because she now 
had to earn enough money to 
support them both, mother- 
hood had the effect of making 
her feel less ‘different,’ because 
she was sharing the experience 
of countless other women. 

‘We had a lot of fun when 
Pat was a child,’ she said. 
‘I used to meet her from school 
and we'd go to the pictures or 
take a picnic tea to the park. 


Or her friends would come 
round to our place — and |] 


don’t think there were ever ~ 


any rude remarks behind our 
backs about her  athetoid 
Mum.’ 

During the late °50s, Mrs 
Harrington contacted The 
Spastics Society, by then, one 
of Britain’s fastest-growing 
charities. She was asked to 
help out at some of the earliest 
assessment courses held by the 
Employment Department for 
handicapped adults awaiting 
jobs. Some spastic people 
who came up for assessment 
were nervous about travelling 
alone and Anne _ frequently 
acted as escort for the journey. 
People from a distance often 
Stayed overnight at her pre- 
fab in Kennington to save 
hotel expenses and eventually 
this led to her taking perman- 
ent spastic lodgers. 


New hostel 


In 1963, the Society opened 
a hostel at Thornton Heath in 
Surrey, with vacancies for five 
spastic residents. Anne moved 
in with Pat and has been 
housekeeper there ever ‘since. 
She says in those early days 
she was able to encourage the 
residents to become independ- 
ent and many moved on to 


their own flats, good jobs 
and happy marriages. 
Now, however, her resi- 


dents are of the generation 


which has never known life 
without The Spastics Society. 


They have grown up in the © 


security of residential schools 
where everything has been 
done for them and they have 


no desire to become _ in- 
dependent. 
‘They’ve been waited on 


hand and foot all their lives 
and accept it as their due,’ 
said Anne. ‘They expect it to 
be the same here and I’ve just 
given up trying to make them 
do things for themselves.” 

In the old days, also, she was 
free to make her own decisions 
and deal with problems as they 
cropped up, but now there is 
much more red tape involved. 

So she is not entirely 
sorry to have reached 
retiring age.. She has 
bought a small house in 
Lincoln, not far from her 
daughter, now married 
with a little boy aged three. 
After a lifetime’s hard 
work, Mrs Harrington has 
undoubtedly earned the 
right to take things easy, 
but it is difficult to imagine 
her whiling away the 
retirement hours in front 
of the television. 

‘I don’t know yet what 
I shall do with myself up 
there, but I shall certainly 
find something,” she said 
with determination. 


ERR 


MRS HARRINGTON with her daughter and son-in-law, 
Pat and Tony Holyoake and their little boy, Martyn, 


aged three-and-a-half. 


Sports news 


_there is target practice. 


“MORE and more handi- os 


FT RRUARY 1976 ~ 


They aim — 


for rifle — 
shooting — 
honours — 


STUDENTS at The 
Spastics Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School have their 
sights fairly and squarely 
on the International 
Spastics Games, at. Mon- 
trodat, France, in July. 
And for this reason they | 
have taken up rifle 
shooting. ; 
Rifle shooting is likely 
to be one of the new events 
at the Games. And the 
boys aim to win. They 
have started training early, : 
and every Wednesday — 


4 


Rn 


Of course firearms are not 
used. Instead the lads have 
four ,airguns. ‘We have been 
intending to take up rifle 
shooting for a long time.’ said 
Mr Peter Fairweather, the — 
school’s. physical education — 
instructor. ‘The fact that it was 
being included in the Inter- 
national Games prompted us~ 
to take action. Hees 

‘We have an area in the ~— 
school grounds which is just 
right for a rifle range. It looks 
out across a wide valley, so. 
that any stray pellets can’t 
possibly hit anyone. 

‘Eventually we shall have a 
covered firing area so _ that 
we can shoot in all weathers. 
And I hope to set up a system 
of pulleys for returning the 
targets, similar to those used at 
proper rifle ranges. exe 

‘I think rifle shooting is an 
excellent sport for handicapped 
boys, or girls for that matter. 
We don’t have any girls at — 
the moment, but it wouldn’t 
surprise me if one or two were . 
joining in before long.’ 


If 


you want — 
to teach 
canoeing... 


a 
=>. 
~~ 


capped people are taking 
to the water in canoes these _ 
days. It is an ideal sport — 
provided that. you are — 
reasonably fit above the 
waist. And pushing your- — 
self around in a wheelchair — 
is ideal exercise for build- — 
ing up the paddle muscles. — 
But recently a directive has _ 
been issued that no canoeing Me 
should take place unless at 
least one qualified instructor — 
is present. So there is a 
greater demand than ever for 
people who have passed their 
BCU senior instructor’s certifiz-_ 
cate. _ 
To help potential instruc-_ : 
tors to gain this certificate, — 
The Spastics Society's Physical — 
Education Adviser, Mr Arthur _ 
Edwards, has. arranged a 
special course at the Church- 
town Farm Centre, Lanlivery, — 
in Cornwall in April. a 
The course is for people 
who are already skilled enough 
to pass the BCU proficiency — 
(inland) kayak certificate. They ‘ 
should havé completed three 
one-day tours before the 
course begins. * 
Further details can be 
obtained at The  Spast s 
Society, 8 Starvecrow Close 
Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge 
Kent. oii 
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_ JANET TAYLOR, one of the day patients at Twyford, gets a manicure from 
voluntary worker Betty Mansbridge. Beauty care is an important feature of the 


New way of life 
in special unit 


for disabled 


. Young Disabled Unit. 


JIM DALE, left, and Charles Levy pit their wits in a 
game of chess. 


© 


a TWYFORD House is a vast improvement on the u 
| yisible signs of institutionalisation, the surroundings 
a to a large extent please themselves what they do. 
& 


e changing 


LONG-STAY hospitals 
have come in for a lot 
of criticism in the past 
for being too institu- 
tional, dull, drab and 
impersonal. But if 
Twyford House, a rela- 
tively new unit at 
Linton Hospital, near 


sual long stay hospital. There are few 
are bright, and the residents can 


KS 
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ABBEYGATE GROUP 
OF COMPANIES 


* 


ie Abbeygate House, 
St Andrews St (South), Bury St Edmunds 
Telephone: Bury St Edmunds 2277 (4 lines). 


 @ Estate Developers 

@ Industrial Package Deals 
@ Commercial Developments 
@ General Construction 
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Quiet, comfortable and 
moderately priced. 


HIGHGATE 
LODGE 
HOTEL 


nightly or special low 
prices, terms for weekly 


or longer 
x Ok 
Colour TY, Lounge 
Parking, elderly welcome 
* 
9 WAVERLEY ROAD, 


LONDON N& 


TEL: 01-340 1590 
SN F23 


image of hospital care 


SUSIE MOON, 17, decides its time to clear out her cupboards, so nursing assistant 


Eileen Fox gives her a hand. 


Maidstone, is anything 
to go by, it looks as if 
the National Health: 
Service is moving away 
from its former image. 


Twyford House is 
officially described as a 
Young Disabled Unit. 
But this is a misnomer. 
It is currently home 
for about 21 handi- 
capped people aged 16 
to 60. 


The hospital in which 
it is situated is old and 
looks forbidding. It 
caters mostly for geri- 
atric patients. 


Twyford, which opened 
in 1973, makes a bright 
contrast. It is new, bright, 
modern, and purpose built. 
There are many features 
of its design which could 
well be improved. For 
example handles on _ the 
doors to the patients’ 
rooms are  conventionat 
ones — hard to manage. 
And the kitchen equipment 
is out of reach of people in 
wheelchairs, which is a pity 
because patients as well as 
helpers are supposed to be 
able to use the sink and hot 


plates. 
But the unit is a far cry 
from the days when 


patients were expected to 
just sit and be looked after, 
and perhaps do a little 
occupational therapy. 

Most of the residents are 
very severely disabled, and 
are able to do little for them- 
selves. And unlike residents 
at a Spastics Society centre, 
most of them need constant 
medical care as well as general 
care. -Spastics could qualify 
to live at Twyford, but at the 
moment the patients include 
people siiffering in the main 
from muscular distrophy, 


SEE PAGE & 


OCCUPATIONAL therapy activities are provided at 


Twyford, but you don’t have to join in. Alan Richardson, 
for example, sometimes prefers to enjoy a little quiet 
music from the comfort of his bed. 


NEW hairdos for two of the ladies at the unit. Jean 
Alway helps Betty Brown, left, and Mavis Steele. 


WASTE PAPER COLLECTION AND PROCESSING SERVICE 


Wm. ECKFORD & CO LTD 


71-73 Trafalgar Lane, Leith, Edinburgh 


Offer an uplift service and payment for your Waste Card- 
board, Computer Cards, Kraft Bags, Newsprint, Magazines 
and all types of printers and office waste paper. 
NEWSPRINT £14 A TON. CARDBOARD £9 TON 
We can supply from stock New and Used Cartons, Sacks and 
Polythene Bags 


ENQUIRIES WELCOME — Telephone 031-554 s173 [0 
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Life in 
hospital 


Cont from Page 7. 


multiple sclerosis, and spinal 
injuries, 

Occupational therapy is pro- 
vided. There are handicrafts, 
cooking, art classes, a printing 
press and many other activities. 
But none of these are compul- 

.sory, and patients can please 
themselves to a large extent 
how they spend their time. 

A resident’s committee meets 
regularly for views to be 
aired and to plan a social pro- 
gramme for the centre. This 
film shows, produc- 
tions by visiting groups, par- 


includes 


ties and so on. 
“On the whole it’s very pleas- 


ant here,’ said Mr Charles 
Levy. Both he and his sister 
are disabled and live at the 
unit. ‘Of course there are a 
few moans and groans, but you 
are bound to get that when a 
number of people are living 
together under the same roof. 


‘Because you are all dis- 
abled, it doesn’t necessarily 
mean that you have anything 
else in common. with each 
other. There are bound to be 
problems. 


. . . 
Joining in 
‘I find it very difficult to 
take part in many of the occu- 
pational therapy activities 


because I have very little use 
of my arms. JI would like to 


join in more things but it is 
just not possible,’ 
The unit caters for day 


patients as well as residents. 
This fulfils the dual function 
of providing the patients with 
occupational therapy, beauty 
care, games and other activi- 
ties. And it gives their par- 
ents a break from the tremen- 
dous strain involved in look- 


ing after someone who _ is 
severely disabled. 
The ward system has, of 


course, been completely done 
away with. There are a few 
single rooms, two double 
rooms and four rooms with 
four beds each. It’s not every- 
one who likes to be in a room 
by themselves. 


Volunteers 


The perennial NHS problem 
of being understaffed is as true 
at Twyford as anywhere. 


There should be a total of 26. 


trained and untrained staff, a 
figure seldom if ever achieved. 
Voluntary helpers ease the 
burden to some extent, but if 
more staff were forthcoming 


then many more activities 
could be arranged for the 
patients, 


However, there is a volun- 
tary fund raising committee, 
and so far it has raised £5,000 
towards a coach to take the 
residents on outings. This will 
get them out of the building 
more, and make a great differ- 
ence to their lives. 


OSS 


| 


THE London ’62 Club’s fight 
disabled people to be 
allowed to be included in tele- 


for 


vision audiences took a step 


forward last month. Janice 
| Hancock, secretary, and 
Anthony Hacker, chairman, 


went to see a recording of 

‘Doctor on the Go’ as guests of 

London Weekend Television, 
‘There 


problems,’ said Anthony, 


were absolutely no 
“At 
probably two 
could be easily 


least one, and 
wheelchairs 


accommodated without danger 


or inconvenience. 


‘Jan’s wheelchair was 
| positioned at the top of the 


| centre aisle, so that she was 


gets a ride from the donkey 
Maxi who is a permanent member of staff, led by. Sue 
McDiamid, one of the helpers there. 


‘LORRAINE MILNER, 15, 


yo < 


~ First round won in 


TV shows battle 


If there 
had been an emergency she 
could have been got out 
quickly, without causing prob- 


near to the main exit. 


lems.’ 

The Club has been told by 
that -a 
arranged 


Thames Television 


meeting is being 


with the controller of adminis- 


tration to discuss ways in 
which handicapped — people 
can be included jn studio 


audiences, 

Meanwhile the BBC has not 
been forthcoming as far as 
television is concerned. How- 
ever it has provided tickets 
for Friday Night is Music 
Night at the Golders Green 
Hippodrome. 


Visit the World of Wildlife 
PENSCYNOR BIRD GARDENS 


Cilfrew nr. Neath 


“Welsh Tourist Award for 
Services to Tourism” 
“British Tourist Board 
‘Come to Britain’ Trophy 
Special Commendation”’. 
Open every day 10 am until dusk 
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THE Spastics Society’s Churchtown Farm field studies centre is now busy taking 
bookings for the coming season. But the first people to take advantage of the facilities 
and activities offered there were from “Trengweath,’ the Plymouth Spastics Centre. 
And they had a wonderful time as these pic tures show. Above: John Mutton, 15, became 
very popular with the local ducks. 


ANS ) 


ENJOYING THE GREAT OUTDOORS 


Sh 


THE beach, of course, is always popular,-and it was no exception when Deputy Warden 
Andrew Faulkner took a party down to play on the sands. 
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JOANNE PARSONS, 14, and Christopher Holmes, 16, 
had a thoroughly marvellous time—and a picnic lunch— 
at Fowey, in the Churchtown Farm dinghy during an out- 
ing from the centre at Lanlivery, Cornwall. | 
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Church alms 
will aid 
group funds 


AN offer by the Vicar of Wel- 
lington, the Rey John George, 
to donate the alms from the 
services in his church on Sun- 
day, March 7, to the Taunton 
Deane branch of the Bridg- 
water and District Friends of 
Spastics Association, has been 
gratefully accepted, 

Announcing this at the 
branch’s January meeting, the 
Chairman, Major James 
Curtis, said a display illustrat- 
ing the Society’s work would 
be arranged in the church, 

Mr George said later: ‘This 
is a very good cause and as we 
try in Wellington to cover a 
large number of worthy causes 
we felt it would be splendid 
to help the Society.’ 


ELLISTON & CO 


ESTATE AGENTS AND TRAVEL AGENTS 
52 STATION ROAD, HARLESDEN, LONDON NW10 
Telephone 01-965 0285/9678 
We can arrange your flight to any part of the world 
Fly you non-stop to Jamaica by Air Jamaica _ 
Australia — New Zealand — Canada and other airlines 


We sell your property and get you one anywhere you like { 
Second Mortgage — Loans — Car Insurance 

Get in touch with us now 
For your Mini Cab service to hotel or airport telephone above . 
SN FI) = 
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East Angli : 
Reclamation Ltd 
East Anglia’s leading Waste Paper Merchant | 
Iron, Steel, Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal Merchants ie 
Nelson Wharf, Victoria Road, Oulton Broad, | 

‘ | 

‘ Lowestoft, Suffolk. ba : 
Lowestoft 61811. Telex: 975371 i 
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FUND RAISERS 


RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR CLUB, 
CHARITY OR ORGANISATION. 
GOOD PROFITS. GOOD PRIZES 
NO WAITING. INSTANT PAYOUT. 


Write or ‘phone for our 

LATEST NEW FREE BROCHURE 
and sample tickets of our full range of. 
fund raisers~ Pontoon, Super Pontoon, 
Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit, 
Jackpot, 13 Football Results, Poker, 
Mini Bingo, Beer, Lucky 7 

and Tenner Bingo. 


LAKELAND 
INVESTMENTS 


DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS 

5-7 New York Rd,, 

Tel: Leeds 34230 nee sae 
nswering service when closed ~ 

Leeds (0532) 706821 
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WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Bill Paton 
~ Young people anxious 
to help handicapped 


~ WELSH youth organiser John 


Roberts has been doing much 
usetuls work in his sphere 
which has already produced 
beneficial results. 

Visits have been made to 
Several schools in the princi- 
pality and apart from the 
enjoyment they have givén, 
John has been delighted by the 
spontaneous donations from 
quite a number of the schools 
visited. While the amounts 
raised have not been spectacu- 
lar, :he mere fact that the 
money has come unrequested 
shows the impression made 
upon the youngsters. 

At a recent meeting held in 
Pembroke Dock, Mr Roberts 
has seen a fruitful outcome to 
the round robin tour of the 
three largest groups in Pem- 
brokeshire. 

One lot of youngsters, whose 


Pool people 
aid funds 


A NICE gesture has come 
from two Spastic Pool collec- 
tors with Top Ten Promotions, 
Nigel Stephens, Abergavenny, 
and Mrs A. Williams, 
Machynlleth. 

Mr Stephens handed over 
his £25 commission, while Mrs 
Williams organised a second- 
hand toy sale which £35 was 
presented to the Regional fund. 

Top Ten Promotion super- 
visors in Wales had their 
second get together at Ysgol 
Gogarth, Llandudno’s school 
for handicapped children. 
Headmaster Tudor Rhapps 
and Mrs J. Salisbury, chair- 
man of Caernarvon Spastics 
Society, spoke. 

Congratulations to Mrs 
Diane Richards, wife of Mr 
Ross Richards, manager of the 
Sully work centre, who was 
recently successful in passing 
an examination following a 
course on ‘The handicapped 
person in the community.’ 


Congratulations also to Pat 
and Henry Wood, of Ponty- 
pridd, on the birth of their 
second child—Clare. 


Your offers 
and wants 


BEDFORD van and a 
Vessa wheelchair. Vessa 
wheelchair is practically 
new. Bedford van _ pur- 
chased May 1975, mileage 
3,478, 18 cwt type, auto- 
matic gearbox, double pas- 
senger seat and rear in- 
ward facing seat, side win- 
dows, floor stabilisers for 
wheelchair, Ratcliffe 
hydraulic tail lift, Ziebart 
undersealing, fully insured 
and licensed, colour light 
blue. Cost £3,000, will 
accept £2,250 or nearest 
offer, to include Vessa 
Write: Mrs 
P. M. Poulter, ‘Raymar, 
The Street, Ovington, Thet- 
ford, Norfolk 1P25 6RT. 


MR M. Garcia, 23 Thames 


' Mead, Crowmarsh Gifford, 


Wallingford, Oxon, has 
chairs for 


_ sale: Bactric electric three- 


wheeler; electric Chair- 
mobile; Everest and Jen- 
nings pushchair. — Tele- 
phone Wallingford 39432. 


ages vary from 12 to 18, have 
formed their own group: These 
youngsters, who are to call 
themselves Friends of Spastics 


and Disabled People, - hope 
thai their unit in Pembroke 
Dock wil] be the first of a 


national association. 

Their initial aims are to see 
that physically handicapped 
youngsters who would like to 
attend able bodied youth 
clubs are helped to achieve 
this idea. It is also hoped to 
arrange a local camping holi- 
day for the local disabled. 


Appeals man 
has a party 


KEN Thomas, appeals 
organiser and a prodigious 
worker for Swansea and 
District Spastics Associa- 
tion, and his wife Vi, 
recently celebrated their 
silver wedding when over 
100 guests, including 
several spastics and their 
parents, attended a recep- 
tion at the Irvine Club, 
Oystermouth. 


The health and happi- 
ness of Ken and Vi, as well 
as their young spastic 
daughter Elvira, was 
toasted in champagae. The 
couple received many 
valuable gifts. — 


The Thomas family is 
pictured above at the party. 


A big draw! 


THE Christmas draw . pro- 
moted by appeals organiser 
Ken Thomas was again an out- 
standing success, realising over 
£1,500—an increase on last 
year. Ken also received a 
welcome gift of £100 from the 
Tenby House ladies committee, 
staunch supporters of the 
Association for many years, 
and £54 from the Gough Arms, 
Ystradgynlais, while com- 
mittee man Cyril Morgan was 
presented with a cheque for 
£100 by the Rock and Foun- 
tain charities club, Skewen. 

Christmas cards _ sales, 
though down on 1974 because 
of the increased postal charges, 
brought in over £300, while the 
ladies guild organised a splen- 
did Christmas Fayre. 


Busy workers 
at Cardiff 


THE Cardiff group has been 
just as active. A dance which 
featured The Batchelors in 
cabaret, realised £600 while 
plans are well in hand for 
organised events in the com- 
ing months through which 


Take a 
break at. 
Mumbles 


BECAUSE of a poor response 


from local authorities to make © 


use of its residential unit with 
its attractive Mumbles setting, 
plus staffing problems, Swan- 
sea has had to abandon its 


plan to open the unit in April 


on a full time basis. 

However, the group is deter- 
mined to open the unit part- 
time when it is required from 
April to the end of September, 
and a cordial invitation is 
exiended to groups who would 
like to send spastics so that 
their parents can be given a 
break. 

The weekly fee is £35 to 
groups, and inquiries should 
be sent to the Association 
secretary, Mr D. H. Miller, 
Longfields, West Cross, Swan- 
or telephone Swansea 


it is hoped to swell the funds 
considerably. 
A highlight of the Christmas 


period was the first class 
presentation of the play 
‘Christmas Magic’ by the Car- 
diff Children’s Charity group 
at the Highfields Centre for the 
physically handicapped.. The 


- proceeds of £18.72 brought the 


total which this group has 
raised for the Cardiff day 
centre to £157.72 last year. 

A door knock effort takes 
place on April 18, followed by 
a flag day on April 24. These 
two functions will be preceded 
by a dance at the Top Rank 
suite, 

An unhappy note, however, 
is that yet another spastic 
collecting doll has been stolen 
in the city from outside a local 
business. Other groups have 
had a similar experience. The 
police were notified but there 
is little hope of any being 
recovered. 


A great 
beginning 


THE newly formed Car- 
marthenshire Spastics and Dis- 
abled Persons Society have 
had their first bisy Christmas. 
A highly successful market 
stall was followed by an 
equally successful shodp where 
a lot of jewellery, cards and 
cakes were sold. 

Final] figures are not yet to 
hand, but initial estimates are 
well in excess of £300. 

The group have been lucky 
in attracting the interest of Mr 
Gwynfor Evans, the county 
Member of Parliament, who 
has been invited to become the 
Society’s president. 

Children are always anxious 
to help the cause, says regional 
officer Emlyn Davies, who 
received a donation from a 
group, ranging from five to six 
in Mayals, Swansea, residing 
near Mr Davies. 

Through Mr E. G. Mort, 
Pontypridd, came a_ postal 
order for £1 from Timothy and 
Paul, Tonteg, and Fit Lieut R. 
Keane, Officer Commanding 
the Ebbw Vale squadron of 
the ATC forwarded a cheque 
from the sale of waste paper 
which the cadets collected 
themselves. 


discerning tourists, 


Their dragons = mak 


| Prince change his min 
| about ‘shoddy’ trinkets 


IT was the Prince of 


Wales who called the 
tourist trinket trade 
‘shoddy’ — and gave 
food for thought to a 
small Sully workshop. 

Could they, they 
wondered, produce a 
tasteful Welsh gift, 
made from Welsh 
materials by a mainly 
Welsh work force — 
the workers both 
making and selling the 
goods? 


Individual 


They decided on a small 
but exquisite Welsh 


dragon, which can be 
sculpted in bronze, alumin- 
ium, even plated in gold: 
every one individual and a 
collector’s piece. 

They needed to be 
taught both how to pro- 
duce and sell the dragons 
— and the unique thing 
about this industrial co-op 
is that all the workers are 
spastics. 

The Sully Works Centre. 
run by The Spastics Society, 
employs 53 people, aged 
from 16 to 60 with varying 
degrees of handicap. A 
group of about 20 = are 
involved in creating the 
dragons, which should be 
teady for sale by the spring. 

The centre even has a 
printing department which 
will produce a leaflet with 
the -history of the dragon 
and possibly a_ presentation 
box. 


More work 

Ross Richards, manager 
of the centre, and assist- 
ant manager Trevor Smith 
are enthusiastic about their 
project, which they see as 
a commercial enterprise 
which may attract more 
work to the centre. 

One hundred quality 


dragons will be- made first 
and sold at around £30 or 
£40 as collector’s items or 
presentation pieces. One will 
be presented to the Duke and 
Duchess. of. Gloucester when 
they visit the St Athan Boys’ 
Club in June. 


Then, in the summer, 
workers from the centre 
hope to buy a coach, con- 


DRAGON makers at work at Sully Work Centre. Sue Soo Seto, Peter Stephenson, hes 
Goldworthy, Garry Anker and Paul Utiing, with the artistic dragons designed fo pica 


vert it and load it with 
dragons and tour Welsh 
resorts. 


Trained in marketing tech- 
niques by P.R. man _ Harry 
Harrison, a few of them will 
systematically visit retailers. 

They will be aiming to 
sell less expensive — though 
no less stylish — dragons 
costing about £10 to £12. 

The centre’s ‘bread and 
butter’ work is contracts 
from firms making, for 
example, fruit machines or 
lanterns. Naturally the centre 
is grateful for such work; but 
the intention is to become self- 
supporting, and the dragon 
project could be the first step 
in that direction. 

‘It’s long been our objective 
to be self-supporting and we’re 
slowly straining our way 
towards it,’ said Ross Richards. 

Each dragon is individually 
sculpted and takes about seven 
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RICHFIELD ELECTRONICS © 


1 CROMPTON WAY, CRAWLEY, SUSSEX. Tel 0293 32171. Telex 877222 © he 
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hours to make. Welsh sla 
bronze and lead are used, but 
the centre is reticent about the 
production process for obyvio 
réasons. 2 by ee th 


a week. 
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MR ‘Albert Moon‘and his family had an exceptionally 
‘Bice surprise’ when a letter arrived at their home at 
Grainey Fields, Hartlip, from the Spastics Pool telling 
Albert he had won £1,600. Mr Moon is pictured with his 
wife Carol and baby Spencer and the letter telling. him 
of his .windfall. 


f Sea : ss Bass * 

MRS Elizabeth Jenkinson, of Hawkshead, Ambleside, 
Cumbria, had plenty to smile about when she received 
a cheque for £10,000. Mrs Jenkinson won outright the 
first dividend of the Spastics Pool. The cheque was 
presented by Kendal’s Town Mayor, Councillor P. 
Crabtree. The official collector Mrs Brassington also 
received a cheque for £500. 


ANY DISTANCE — ANY TIME 


PRIVATE HIRE: EXCURSIONS: 
CONTINENTAL TRAVEL : 
WORKS OUTINGS AND LARGE 
PARTIES CATERED FOR: 


Booking Office: 
COLWYN BAY 30992 
Garage: LLANFAIRFECHAN 


D. W. COX 


(COACHES) 

9 RHIW BANK TERRACE 
COLWYN BAY, Selene ieee, 
DENBIGHSHIRE 


D. B. METCALFE (New Haw) LTD 
CHERTSEY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD 


’ 


Nsurance. 


#33 


Brokers. 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS 
VERTICAL FILING EQUIPMENT 
CATALOGUE COVERS 
WIRE-O-BINDING 

PLASTIC COMB BINDING TO THE TRADE 


J. F. PETTINGER LTD 


Associate Company: Hi-Bind Manufacturing Co Ltd, 
Banbury Works, Sefton Street, Manchester Road, 
Hollinwood, OLDHAM, LANCS, Tel: 061-68) 7271/2 
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D. B. METCALFE AND CO. 


phi oh, Si . 
"28 The Broadway, New Haw, Weybridge, Surrey 

73 Guildford Street, Chertsey, Surrey 

The Group of Specialist Family Insurance and Mortgage Brokers covering every aspect of 


ontgages, Finance, Unit and Investment Trust and Building Society Le Special 
discounts on’ car insurance premiums for Post Office Personnel. Associated and Federated Insurance 


Spastics Pool 


Society s 
work 


THE picture top right 
shows Roy Laver, Director 
of the Spastics Pool, left, 
presenting collector David 
Hart and winner member 
Richard Stainthorp with 
their prizes which were 
won on December 20, 
1975. Also included in the 
photograph are Mrs Stain- 
thorp and Mr A. V. M. 
Diamond, Secretary of The 
Spastics Society. 

The presentation took 
place at a meeting of 
Spastics Pool supervisors 
at the Sunderland and 
District Spastics Society, 
Hylton Road, Sunderland, 
on Monday, January 12. 

Richard won £3,333.34 
which was his share of the 
first dividend. 

As a follow up to the meet- 
ings held in November and 
December involving super- 
visors within regional 
management areas and head 
office staff, another series of 
meetings haye been held at 
Spastics Society centres for 
supervisors outside Manage- 
ment Areas. 

The purpose of the meetings 
was to keep the Company’s 
field representatives up to date 
with the latest developments 
and policies relating to the 
Spastics Pool. 

Visits were made during 
January to Castle — Priory 
College, Wallingford; Hawks- 
worth Hall, Leeds; Blackpool 
and Fylde Spastics Group; 
Ysgol Gogarth, Llandudno; 
Dene Park, Tonbridge; The 
Spastics Society, London: 
Coventry and District Spastics 
Group: Meldreth Manor, 
Royston; the adult training 
centre, Lincoln, and the Regi- 
nald Grocott centre for 
spastics, Stoke-on-Trent. 


MR F. Burbage, supervisor Y803 hands over a cheque 


for £50 on behalf of the Good Neighbours Trust to Mr 
F. Jagger, Headmaster of Hawksworth Hall School. 
Leeds, after the meeting on Sunday, January 11. 


7 | 
Letter of the month — 


AFTER reading about the 
terrible vandalism in the Janu- 
ary issue of Spastic News, | 
thought your readers might be 
cheered to hear about several 
donations that came into our 


Byfleet 43146 
Chertsey 6227} 
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shops during the Christmas 
period, 

It was money given by 
children who had been carol 


Singing, and in another case 
holding a mini-sale selling our 
Christmas cards and bows and 
SO On. 

The amounts were not large 
but doubly welcome because 
they came from the kindness of 
children. They had become 
aware of our work through 
our charity shops and_ they 
were very proud to be able to 
come into the shops and give 
the money. 


A. Barker, 

Assistant to National 
Shops Supervisor, 

50 High Street, 

Eltham SE9. 


J. McINTYRE Ltd 


Sell all Scrap Metal 


J. McINTYRE Ltd 


Nottingham’s largest buyers 


Harriman’s Lane, Dunkirk, Notts. 
Telephone: 0602 74676 
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MR Tudor Rhapps, Head- 
master of Gogarth School, 
receives a Good Neigh- 
bours Trust cheque for £50 


from Mrs Sylvia Walter of 
the Divisional Manage- 
ment Office of Top Ten 
after a successful meeting 
with Area Supervisors. 


SPASTICS NEWS 


MRS Beryl Parkinson a 
committee member of the 


Blackpool and _ Fylde 
Spastics Group gives a 
short introduction to the 
supervisors who attended 
the meeting at Blackpool 
on January 12. 


BRIEFLY... 
\ COLLECTION for spastics 
was held at three Lincoln 
supermarkets during the busy 
Christmas shopping period and 
with the help of an 1880 Ger- 


man fairground organ, almost 
£200 was raised. 


A COFFEE evening held by 
Miss Celia Prophett raised 
£430 for the North Stafford- 
shire Spastic Association. 


PROCEEDS of a bazaar held 
by Bedford and District Spas- 
tics — Society amounted to 


A CHRISTMAS fayre held at 
Plymouth Spastics Centre. 
Devon, raised over £400, and 
not £40 as previously reported. 


THE annual fair held by 
Worthing, Littlehampton and 
District Spastics Society raised 
£2,300. 


ACCOMMODATION PROBLEM ? 


It can be economically solyed with a 


MARINA LANDHOME 


Fully prefabricated buildings to a high stan- 
dard for residential office and workshop 
accommodation. Ready to move on to your 


site. Mobile Homes are already carpeted, 
furnished and centrally heated. 


Contact Andrew Brice 


MARINA SERVICES 
(Medway) LTD. 


Hoo, Rochester, Kent Medway 250965 
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Spasties Society, 12 Park Crescent; 


Our new generatio: 


WHAT a swell party it 
was for little Jane Chenery 
at New Year. For Jane 
was one of 60 children 
from the Watford Spastics 
Centre, who were enter- 
tained at a party given by 
sixth formers from Grove 
School, Hemel Hempstead. 
They treated the children 
to music, games and variety 
acts. Now they hope to 
make the party an annual 
event. 
Picture by courtesy of 
the Evening Echo, 
Hemel Hempstead. 
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Society's 
Award 


Society presented ifs cause to 
Press and public. 

He said: “We do not mount 
campaigns in the superficial, 
fickle sense of the word. We 
have to be convinced our- 


- selves that everything we say 


is absolutely true... and 
then we fell the truth in simple 
words that the majority of 
people can understand. That 
is the very essence of com- 
munication, and you cannot 
succeed in any other way.’ 

- The runners-up to the 
Award, which was sponsored 
by Standard Telephones and 
Cables Ltd, were Kodak Ltd, 
the London Borough of Cam- 
den and the London Fire 


Brigade. 
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THREE pictures which 
show what very nice things 
happen when you catch the 


_ enthusiasm of children for 


the cause of spastics. And 
don’t get the idea that the 
party, and the two cheque 


presentations are isolated 
incidents—we could fill the 


whole page with news 
about the way in which 
young people are prepared 
to help the less fortunate. 

THE picture above shows 
Liver Bird Nerys Hughes a 
long way from the Mersey 


when she visited the young 
fund-raisers of Ippleden 


Royal visits for group centres 


THE ale Society’s 
local voluntary groups are 


certainly getting their 
share of Royal visits. 
Recently the Prince of 


Wales toured Sheffield and 
District Spastics Society’s 
work centre at Oughti- 
bridge. And now there is 
news of visits by the 
Duchess of Kent, and the 
Duchess of Gloucester to 
centres run by local groups. 

The Duchess of Kent, who 
is Patron of The Spastics 
Society, will visit Hamilton 
House, the day centre for 
children and adult spastics run 
by the Brighton, Hove and 


District Spastics Society, in 
March. And the group’s 
President, . the Duchess of 


Norfolk, will accompany her. 

It is a very special occasion 
for the Brighton group, which 
is celebrating its 21st anni- 
versary this year.. This makes 
it the second oldest group in 
the country, 


Every local group for or spastics 
welcomes new volunteers. Could 
YOU help? Your local group is: 


Parsons 


Ltd, Hastings, 


and published by The 


London WIN 4HQ. 


Hamilton House is named 
after Dr Guy Hamilton, who 
was one of the prime movers 
in the formation of Brighton, 
Hove and District Spastics 
Society. 

The Duchess of Gloucester 
is visiting centres run by the 
Croydon, Sutton and District 
Spastics Society early this 


Woolies 
was 


wondertul 


DISTRIBUTORS and 
repair agents of electri- 
cal goods have been 
much criticised for dis- 
courtesy and lack of ser- 
vice, so it is refreshing . 
to come across a story 
showing the other side 
of the coin. 

A Dundee couple bought 
a combined record-player, 
radio and cassette recorder 
from Woolworths for their 
son who is both blind and 
spastic. After only two 
weeks the | equipment 
developed a fault and on 
the store’s advice, it was 
returned to the distributors 
for repair. Ten weeks later 
it had not come back and 
the store loaned the young 
man another machine. 

After another month the 
original equipment had stilt 
not been returned, so Wool- 
worths’ manager decided to 
give the family a completely 
new model—a more expen- 
sive version at no extra 
cost. 


month. She will tour t 
children’s centre ‘Rutherforc 
and the work centre at Bram 
ley Hull. 

' This visit was semnaed afte 
the Duchess met John Presher 
who played the part of Joe) 
Deacon in the television filn 
‘Joey.’ John is employed a: 
the work centre. 

He, with his mother and 
other people concerned with 
the film, were invited to tea 
with the Duchess. And she 1 
turn was invited to look ove 
the centres. 


Sex symposium 


MR JAMES LORING, Direc 
tor of The Spastics Society 
will be one of the speakers a 
a symposium on the Sexua’ 
Problems of the Disabled 
This is organised by the Royal 
Society for the Promotion of 
Health and will be held at 
Central Hall, Westminster, on 
March 25, 1976. 


of supporters 


Primary School, near New- 
ton Abbot, Devon. 

Nerys, a member of the 
Stars Organisation — for 
Spastics, went to receive a 
£100 cheque for SOS funds. 
Pupils at the school raised 
the money with a play, a 
carol service and two 
raffles. 

Picture by courtesy of 

Western Morning News. 


PICTURED left  child- 
ren at the Windmill First 
School, Headington, 
Oxfordshire, proudly hold 
up cheques totalling £170 
which _ they presented 
to The Spastics Society. 
Although the oldest pupils 
at the school are only 10 
years old, they raised more 
than £100 with a sponsored 
walk. The rest of the cash 
was the proceeds of the 
school’s harvest festival. 


The top money-raiser in 
he sponsored walk was 
mnly seven years old. He 
arned £17.50. 

Picture by courtesy 
of Oxford Times. 


Pigeon auction is 
quite a coup... 


THE Spastics Society is 


hoping to stage another 
und-raising coup with its 
annual pigeon auction, 
which is being held this 
year at Finsbury Town 
Hall on March 13. This 
year the work of organis- 
ing the event is Mr Peter 
Jordan’s pigeon. Mr Jor- 
dan is Head of Appeals 
Projects for the Society. 
Mr Jordan has appealed 
to pigeon fanciers all over 
Britain to contribute birds 
‘for the auction, or to 


| 
} 
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Cpl Jones 
attacks — 
for SOS — 


IT was a bit of a shock for 
Corporal Jones when he 
entered one of the pubs * 
around Leicester Square. — 
The Dad’s Army veteran 
was on a special] mission to 
raise funds for spastics, 
together with the brass sec- 
tion of the orchestra from 
the Shaftesbury Theatre. 
The strategy was clear. — 
Invade the West End pubs — 
—with the landlords’ per- — 
mission, of course. Bom-— 
bard the customers with a 
few brassy numbers. Then _ 
move in with the collecting — 
boxes to raise cash for the 
SOS. Sie: 
But one landlord sent — 
Clive Dunn—who plays ~ 
Corporal Jones—and_ his 


Clive Dunk 


pals upstairs to collect at a~ 
private party. When they — 
arrived they were aston- : 
ished to discover it was a- 
funeral party. 

‘It was a traditional : 
do; said Clive. ‘Everyone 
was having a few drinks and 
a bit of a knees-up to cheer 
themselves up—and quite right, 
too. But they were very ~ 
generous, and soon started — 
stuffing bank notes into the 
collecting boxes.’ x 

To help swell the funds 
SOS members placed collect- — 
ing boxes in the foyer of the — 
Shaftesbury Theatre, where — 
Dad’s Army is currently on 
show. e 

All 
£400. 


in all they collected 


undertake to breed birds to _ 
order. All the people who ~ 
contributed to the 1973 — 
auction have been con- — 
tacted. 

Recently a grand draw. : 
organised in support of the 
auction raised £1,300. The a 
lucky ticket was drawn by — 
Mr Colin Osman, Editor of | 4 
The Racing Pigeon maga~ — 
zine. Pictured with him 
are Mr Jordan, right, with ¥ 
his secretary, Valerie Shir- — 
ley, and assistant secretary, | 
Katherine Ellis, left. . 


